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to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Chuck 
Grassley, James E. Risch, Johnny Isak-
son, John Barrasso, Steve Daines, 
David Perdue, Roger F. Wicker, Jerry 
Moran, John Cornyn, John Thune, 
Richard Burr, Mike Crapo, Pat Rob-
erts, Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore 
Capito. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 24. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Wendy Vitter, of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Wendy Vitter, of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Louisiana. 

Mitch McConnell, James E. Risch, Roy 
Blunt, Mike Rounds, Thom Tillis, 
David Perdue, John Cornyn, Mike 
Crapo, John Thune, John Hoeven, 
Johnny Isakson, John Boozman, Roger 
F. Wicker, Pat Roberts, Steve Daines, 
John Kennedy. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 221. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Brian J. Bulatao, of Texas, to be an 
Under Secretary of State (Manage-
ment). 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Brian J. Bulatao, of Texas, to be an 
Under Secretary of State (Management). 

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, 
Steve Daines, James E. Risch, Roy 
Blunt, Tim Scott, Mike Rounds, David 
Perdue, Mike Crapo, John Thune, John 
Hoeven, Johnny Isakson, John Booz-
man, Pat Roberts, John Kennedy, 
Thom Tillis, John Cornyn. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

TRIBUTE TO MIKE HACKLEY AND RECOGNIZING 
BBQGUYS 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I rise 
as a Member of the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship to highlight a veteran- 
owned Louisiana business that is a true 
success story. With me today is my col-
league from my office, Ms. Cassie 
Leonard. 

We all know small businesses are how 
many Americans live the American 
dream. They start small; they start 
with a passion; they create jobs; and 
then they help us compete globally in 
America and spark innovation. These 
American small business owners are 
often our friends. They are often our 
neighbors. 

They succeed through the hard work 
of entrepreneurs like Mr. Mike 
Hackley of Baton Rouge. I am talking 
about Mike and his business BBQGuys 
because it is National Small Business 
Week and because BBQGuys was named 
Senate Small Business of the Week just 
last week. 

Mike has served our country in many 
ways. He has served our country in the 
Air Force for more than 10 years. Once 
his military career ended, he worked in 
a number of different sectors. Like a 
lot of Louisianans, Mike loves the out-
doors. In Louisiana, we will barbecue 
no matter how hot it gets outside. 

Mike turned his passion into a pro-
fession, and he did it by starting an 
outdoor business called The Grill Store 
& More. 

Early on, being the perceptive busi-
ness person he is, Mike saw an opening 
with e-commerce, something we take 
for granted today. He launched a 

website called www.bbqguys.com, and 
he did this in 2001, 18 years ago, when 
Americans who did have the internet 
were on dial-up connections. 

Today, 18 years later, BBQGuys is a 
giant in outdoor living online retailers. 
Mike now employs nearly 300 workers. 
He started with less than 10. That is 
the American dream. That is American 
success, and BBQGuys continues to 
evolve and to grow. 

They started designing and manufac-
turing premium barbecue grills, with 
manufacturing operations here in the 
United States, and they are looking to 
export into Europe and Australia. 

Mike also remains committed to a 
culture of teamwork at BBQGuys. 
Every day he makes a point of going 
around the office to say good morning 
to his employees, and I am not talking 
about just to the executives. It is no 
wonder Mike has a high employee re-
tention rate, a reputation for out-
standing customer service, and an A- 
plus rating from the Better Business 
Bureau. BBQGuys has also been named 
one of the 5,000 fastest growing busi-
nesses in the United States by Inc. 
Magazine for 11 years in a row. 

I am proud to stand today before the 
U.S. Senate to say I am proud of Mike 
Hackley. I am proud of what he has 
built. He is realizing the American 
dream, and he is creating good jobs for 
my State. 

Mike, if you are listening, thank you 
for making Louisiana proud. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-

mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GOLDEN SPIKE 
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, on May 10, 

1869, a golden spike was driven into the 
last link joining the rails of the first 
transcontinental railroad at Prom-
ontory Summit, UT. Made of 17-carat 
gold and driven into a predrilled hole 
in the very last ceremonial tie, it bore 
the inscription: ‘‘May God continue the 
unity of our country as this railroad 
unites the two great oceans of the 
world.’’ Indeed, it did, with the joining 
of the Union Pacific Railroad, stretch-
ing from the Missouri River near the 
Iowa-Nebraska border, and the Central 
Pacific Railroad, stretching from Sac-
ramento, CA—east met west. The 
United States became truly united. 

As the spike was struck, a telegraph 
was sent around the Nation, and bells 
rang out from coast to coast. This mo-
ment, you see, gave lots of people 
throughout the United States and lots 
of people in my State of Utah in par-
ticular access to what they needed to 
grow, to thrive, to prosper, to feed 
their families; that is, access to other 
people. 
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